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PRESERVE Holds Third Face-to-Face Meeting
in Bucharest

Hosted by Romania’s Ministry of Internal Affairs, consortium partners
gather to advance development of the PRESERVE Toolbox.

Bucharest, Romania - 8 October 2025
PRESS RELEASE

The PRESERVE Project consortium convenes from 8 to 10 October 2025 at the Pullman
Bucharest World Trade Center for its third face-to-face meeting. Hosted by Romania’s Ministry
of Internal Affairs, the three-day event brings together representatives from all 13 project
partners to review progress and plan next steps in developing an ethical, privacy-preserving
Al platform to support criminal investigations.

Since its launch in September 2024, PRESERVE (Ethical and Privacy-Preserving Big Data
Platform Supporting Criminal Investigations) has been steadily advancing toward its project
goal: developing, implementing, and validating an Al-powered decision-support toolbox. The
toolbox is designed to help law enforcement agencies (LEAs) detect patterns related to
cybercrime and terrorism, enabling proactive threat detection and prevention while fully
complying with EU ethical and legal standards for Al.

The toolbox combines Natural Language Processing, Computer Vision, and User and Entity
Behaviour Analytics to analyse diverse data sources. Federated Learning enables Al model
training across decentralized systems without sharing sensitive data. Privacy-Enhancing
Technologies ensure compliance with EU privacy laws and support unbiased, non-
discriminatory policing.

In Bucharest, partners will refine end-user requirements, security measures, platform
architecture and functionalities, and training aspects to prepare the toolbox for deployment by
September 2027.

Beyond technical developments, PRESERVE is actively fostering collaboration across
Europe’s civil security and cybercrime prevention landscape. Over the past year, the project
has invested significant efforts in cluster activities and closely engages with other Horizon
Europe initiatives to align efforts, share knowledge, and maximise impact - particularly through
the Al4SafeEurope Cluster and the LEA Projects Cluster.

Following its first international stakeholder workshop in April in Athens, PRESERVE is
preparing a second edition, co-hosted with sister projects SafeHorizon and ENSEMBLE,
together with the LEA Projects Cluster on 29 October in Madrid.
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About PRESERVE

The Horizon Europe project PRESERVE (2024-2027) will design, implement, and validate an
advanced set of tools that enable security authorities to enhance proactive threat detection
and prevention through Al, while respecting citizens' privacy. The PRESERVE toolbox will be
validated in four high-impact use cases: the detection of hate speech in online communication,
fighting terrorism recruitment and radicalisation by tracking social media and clandestine
networks, enhancing the investigation and prosecution of child sexual abuse through cyber
monitoring and data cross-referencing, and identifying illegal drug trafficking.

PRESERVE is composed of 13 partners from 9 countries: Gradiant (Coordinator), the
Department of Security of the Basque Government (Ertzaintza), Paradigma Innovation, and
Tree Technology (Spain); Risa Sicherheitsanalysen GmbH (Germany); Ubitech Limited
(Cyprus); Exus Software Monoprosopi Etairia and Kentro Meleton Asfaleias Center for Security
Studies (Greece); Universita Degli Studi di Bari Aldo Moro (ltaly); the Police of the Czech
Republic (Czech Republic); Ministerul Afacerilor Interne (Romania); Féreningen Global Forum
(Sweden); and the associate entity Bournemouth University (United Kingdom).

More information:

Project website: preserveproject.eu

Contact:

Angela Freiria Lépez
PRESERVE coordinator@gradiant.org

The project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101168309
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